

ADOPTED 10/9/12


Introduced by Council Member Daniels: 

RESOLUTION 2012-591-A
A RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND CONGRATULATING SANYA RICHARDS-ROSS ON HER OUTSTANDING ATHLETIC AND CHARITABLE ACHIEVEMENTS, PARTICULARLY HER RECENT MEDALS IN THE 2012 LONDON OLYMPIC GAMES; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Sanya Richards was born in Kingston, Jamaica, raised in South Florida, graduated from St. Thomas Aquinas High School in Fort Lauderdale as the Gatorade National High School Female Athlete of the Year in 2002 and the USA Track and Field Youth Athlete of the Year in 2003; and


WHEREAS, Ms. Richards graduated from the University of Texas in Austin where she was the NCAA outdoor champion in the 400 meters and indoor champion in the 200 meters and runner-up in the 400 meters in 2003; and


WHEREAS, in February 2010 Sanya Richards married fellow University of Texas alumnus Aaron Ross, at the time a cornerback for the New York Giants and now a starter for the Jacksonville Jaguars; and 


WHEREAS, Ms. Richards-Ross has been one of the most dominating track athletes in the world over the last decade, winning the U.S. 400 meter outdoor championship 6 times in 10 years between 2003 and 2012, winning the World Outdoor 4x400 championship 4 times, and winning Olympic gold in the 4x400 at the 2004, 2008 and 2012 Games and the individual 400 meter gold at the London Games in 2012, among many other national and world championship medal performances; and


WHEREAS, in addition to her outstanding achievements on the track, Sanya Richards-Ross is also well known for her charitable work, particularly her Fast Track program which seeks to combine athletics with literacy and numeracy by helping the children of her native Jamaica to develop academic and social skills, active and healthy lifestyles, and employability preparedness, and also her active participation in USA Track and Field’s Win With Integrity program, the Feeding America initiative, and her work with the American Bechet’s Disease Association; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Richard-Ross’ connection to Jacksonville through her husband brought a special Olympic spirit and interest to Jacksonville, and the city was extremely proud of the tremendous performance of this adopted Jacksonvillian; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Congratulations. The City of Jacksonville hereby commends and congratulates Sanya Richards-Ross on her outstanding athletic and charitable accomplishments, particularly her recent multi-gold medal performance in the 2012 London Olympic Games, and extends its very best wishes for many years of continued success both on the track and in society.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

   /s/ Margaret M. Sidman_______ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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